
Why do I need to test for arsenic in my well water ? 
Arsenic in private well water in Minnesota:


• Arsenic is odorless.

• Arsenic is tasteless.

• Arsenic cannot be seen in 

water.

• Arsenic comes from rock and 

soil in parts of Minnesota 

Health Effects of arsenic in 

well water: 
Consuming water with even low levels 
of arsenic over a long time is 
associated with diabetes and 
increased risk of cancers of the 
bladder, lungs, liver, and other organs. 
Ingesting arsenic can also contribute to 
cardiovascular and respiratory disease; 
reduced intelligence in children; and 
skin problems such as lesions, 
discoloration, and the development of 
corns. Health impacts of arsenic may 
take many years to develop.
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